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Special Session draws to a close
Senators completed their work on the

FY 2004-05 budget during the second
week of the Special Session. The Senate
met briefly Sat., May 24, Tues., May 27,
and Wed., May 28, but adjourned the
floor sessions without taking any action.
House and Senate leaders, as well as the
governor and his representatives, met
throughout the week to complete negotia-
tions on the major measures, including
the health and human services and
transportation budgets, the omnibus tax
bill and a bonding bill.

Senators took up the health and
human services budget bill during the
afternoon of Thurs., May 29, and com-
pleted work on the other three major bills
in about an hour’s time. The session
adjourned sine die with moments to go
before 11 p.m.

Rules and Administration

Revisor’s bill advanced
The Rules and Administration

Committee met Thurs., May 29, to take
action on one bill and to take care of
housekeeping matters pertaining to the
operations of the Senate during the
interim.

Members approved a bill, S.F. 16,
making technical corrections in bills that
have been passed during both the regular
and special session. Sen. Don Betzold
(DFL-Fridley), chief author of the
measure, explained the process by which
sections are incorporated into the
measure. The bill does not make any

substantive changes in the various bills,
Betzold said.

In other action, members, chaired by
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-St. Peter),
approved a Senate policy authorizing staff
to take up to 1040 hours of unpaid leave.
In addition, the panel okayed per diem,
mileage, lodging and travel expense limits
for the interim and guidelines for reim-
bursement.

Floor action

Thursday, May 29, 2003

Health and human services
funding bill passed

One of the first major bills considered
at the Thurs., May 29, floor session was
the omnibus health and human services
appropriations bill. Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls.) said the bill, H.F. 6, was not
really the bill she sponsored, but was a
House bill. She said, “This particular part
of the budget reflects the values of the
people of the state of Minnesota; these
values have really been tested by what is
in this bill.” “This is a bill that will leave
people hungry, that will leave people sick,
that will leave people needing the basics
for life,” Berglin said. She explained the
sections of the $7.5 billion measure. The
measure cuts $104 million from General

Assistance Medical Care and eliminates
outpatient care under the program. In
addition, the bill makes $80 million in
cuts to child care assistance programs, $37
million in cuts to children and commu-
nity services grants, $2.46 million in cuts
to day treatment services for people with
mental illnesses and $5.8 million in cuts
to senior nutrition and volunteer program
grants. The bill also increases fees, Berglin
said, and includes benefit sanctions for
welfare-to-work participants who miss
deadlines. The bill will increase nursing
home rates for private pay patients by at
least $1,800 per year, Berglin said.

Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) said it
appeared the changes to the Minnesota
Family Investment Program were horrific
and, along with cuts to child care, would
have a very negative effect on children in
Minnesota. “I keep thinking, when I hear
of these cuts, of the increased number of
children that may end up in our child
protection system,” Ranum said.

Sen. Brian LeClair (R-Woodbury)
said the change in child care was primarily
from freezing the rates at the 2003 levels.
Sen. David Hann (R-Eden Prairie) said
the bill increases spending by more than
$900 million in the health and human
services areas. “It is hard for me to
characterize the bill as cutting when it is
that much more than the current bien-
nium,” Hann said. Berglin responded that

Senators Paul Koering (R-Fort Ripley), left, and Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples)
converse on the floor of the Senate during the Thurs., May 29, session.
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there are several dynamics in play. More
people are out of work and needing
services, she said, and the cost of health
services is rising rapidly. “There is less
money to serve more people in this bill,”
Berglin said. She said the bill she origi-
nally sponsored did not make as many
severe cuts and she urged members to vote
against the bill.

Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick)
said, “The health and human services
budget used to be about 30 percent of the
state budget, but the bill is only about 20
percent of the budget because of the cuts.”
She said that because of the economic
situation, more people are relying on the
safety net, but the bill cuts the safety net.
For 13 years we have inched forward with
making sure that every Minnesotan had
health care, making sure we had child
care for women who must work, but now
we are going backwards, Lourey said.

Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
said, “The bill is wrong, it’s mean spirited
and it’s not representative of the Minne-

sota I love.” Berglin said the bill will result
in more people being hungry, more people
being sick and again urged members to
vote against the measure.

The bill was passed on a 34-28 roll
call vote.

In other action, members also granted
final passage to H.F. 13. The bill,
authored by Sen. Tom Saxhaug (DFL-
Grand Rapids), is the state lands bill. The
measure adds and subtracts from various
state parks, state recreation areas, state
forests and wildlife management areas. In
addition, the measure authorizes public
and private sales and conveyances of state
lands.

Bonding bill passes
The bonding bill, sponsored by Sen.

Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), was the
second major funding measure approved
by the Senate during its Thurs., May 29,
meeting. H.F. 8 authorizes over $230
million in capital investment. Over $48

million in projects are included for the
University of Minnesota, and over $59
million is authorized for Minnesota State
Colleges and Universities projects. The
bill authorizes $11.5 million for the Dept.
of Education, $10.7 million for the Dept.
of Natural Resources and $6.4 million for
the Board of Water and Soil Resources.
The measure permits bonding for $5
million of Amateur Sports Commission
projects and $30 million in arts projects.
Projects supervised by the Dept. of
Transportation are granted $26.5 million
in bonding authority, the Metropolitan
Council $1 million and the Dept. of
Health $775,000. Finally, $29.8 million in
bonding is authorized for the Dept. of
Trade and Economic Development and
$500,000 for the Minnesota Historical
Society.

“This bill was before you before, but
now it is only half a bill,” Langseth said.
The original Senate bonding bill, which
failed to gain Senate approval during the
regular session, authorized almost $400

Minority Leader Dick Day (R-Owatonna), left, consults with Majority Leader John Hottinger (DFL-St. Peter) in the Senate
chamber on the final night of the Special Session. Photo by David J. Oakes
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Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick), center, engages Senators Linda Higgins (DFL-
Minneapolis), left, and Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington) in conversation during the
closing hour of the Special Session.

million in capital investment. Langseth
said all of the higher education projects in
the original bill were contained in H.F. 8,
but to reach a total acceptable to the
governor and other body, all other
projects had to be trimmed by about two-
thirds. Some projects were dropped
entirely, he said, and they would be nice
to revisit in next year’s bonding bill.

H.F. 8 was granted final passage on a
49-13 roll call vote. Bonding bills must
gain the approval of three-fifths of
Senators, pursuant to Article XI, section 5
of the Minnesota Constitution.

Four other measures were also granted
final passage. H.F. 66, carried by Sen.
Charles Wiger (DFL-North St. Paul),
provides for the redistricting of the
Metropolitan Council. Sen. John Marty
(DFL-Roseville) sponsored a measure,
H.F. 67, repealing changes to the defini-
tion of major political parties. The
changes were made earlier in the Special
Session as part of the E-12 education
budget bill, but were challenged as
violating the single subject rule of the
state constitution, Marty said.

Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
carried H.F. 3, which adjusts the FY 2003
budget to ensure that the state’s books are
balanced as the fiscal year closes. Cohen

explained that the bill is also intended to
strengthen the state’s financial position as
major bond houses reevaluate the state’s
bond rating. “The fear is that we might
find ourselves doing this [cutting] again at
the end of this year, next year and
potentially in two years,” he said, as he
told Senators the state’s financial situa-
tion may be considered precarious. H.F.
57, the omnibus claims bill, was sponsored
by Sen. Wesley Skoglund (DFL-Mpls.).
The claims bill passed during the regular
session had been vetoed because of a
particular provision relating to paying a
family for drainage tiles that were ripped
out. The new measure does not contain
the provision.

Transportation bill passed
The third of the major bills, the

omnibus transportation bill, was also
granted final passage. H.F. 5, sponsored by
Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-Willmar),
provides funding for highways, bridges and
maintenance. The measure appropriates
about $3.8 billion for transportation.
Johnson said the major change in the bill
is $400 million in bonding, which will
cost the state $220 million in interest, to
fund highway projects. He said the
interest is the equivalent of a 2 cent per

gallon gasoline tax. In addition, the
measure provides for $300 million to $500
million in federal funds for accelerated
projects. Johnson said under the bill,
transit in both Greater Minnesota and the
Metro Area will have about an 11 percent
reduction in funding. In addition, the
measure contains no funding for local
roads, Johnson said. The bill also contains
the 2 a.m. bar closing provision, he said,
in order to structure funding for increased
law enforcement. Another policy provi-
sion is to charge for the use of high
occupancy lanes, Johnson said. Finally,
the measure sets school speed limit zones
at 30 miles per hour, he said. There was
no discussion on the measure. The bill
was passed on a 35-27 roll call vote.

Special Session completed
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-

Mpls.) reviewed the provisions of H.F. 7,
the omnibus tax bill. The measure
includes the governor’s jobs and opportu-
nity building zones (JOBZ) proposal and a
proposal to create biotechnology and
health sciences zones. The JOBZ concept
is a promise that will not be fulfilled,
Pogemiller said, “[the zones] are a bad
idea, they’re bad public policy and they
won’t work.” The bill also includes
provisions relating to $103 million of one-
time federal money to solve a permanent
problem, Pogemiller said. “The bill also
eliminates the education reserve account
in the general fund; that’s a terrible idea,”
he said. The measure includes the other
body’s local government aid formula and
intergovernmental aid as recommended
by the other body and governor. H.F. 7
includes a one-year levy limit provision
and does not authorize any local sales
taxes. The omnibus tax bill was granted
final passage, 34-29. As with other major
appropriations and budget bills passed in
the day’s session, only three members of
the Majority Caucus voted in favor of
H.F. 7.

H.F. 56, the Revisor’s bill, corrects
technical errors contained in legislation
enacted during the regular session and
earlier in the Special Session. Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley), chief author,
reviewed the corrections made in the bill.
Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy) carried
a bill, H.F. 30, changing the jurisdiction
for a county highway in Nobles County.
Before adjourning the Special Session sine
die, Senators adopted a resolution
providing for Senate operations during
the interim.
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DFL 6-5537 Ellen R. Anderson 120 Cap. 66
R 6-4351 Michele Bachmann 141 SOB 52
DFL 6-8881 Thomas M. Bakk 301 Cap. 6
R 6-5975 William V. Belanger, Jr. 113 SOB 40
DFL 6-4261 Linda Berglin 309 Cap. 61

DFL 6-2556 Don Betzold 111 Cap. 51
DFL 6-4334 Satveer Chaudhary 317 Cap. 50
DFL 6-5931 Richard J. Cohen 317 Cap. 64
R 6-9457 Dick Day 147 SOB 26
DFL 6-4191 D. Scott Dibble 111 Cap. 60

R 6-4131 Steve Dille 103 SOB 18
R 6-2084 Michelle L. Fischbach 129 SOB 14
DFL 6-4154 Leo T. Foley G-24 Cap. 47
R 6-8138 Dennis R. Frederickson 139 SOB 21
R 6-4314 David Gaither 107 SOB 43

R 6-1749 David Hann G-27 SOB 42
DFL 6-9246 Linda Higgins 328 Cap. 58
DFL 6-6153 John C. Hottinger 205 Cap. 23
DFL 6-3826 Dean E. Johnson 121 Cap. 13
R 6-3219 Debbie J. Johnson 135 SOB 49

R 6-3733 Michael J. Jungbauer 115 SOB 48
DFL 7-8065 Steve Kelley 205 Cap. 44
R 6-5649 Bob Kierlin 127 SOB 31
IP 6-4848 Sheila M. Kiscaden G-15 SOB 30
R 6-6455 Dave Kleis G-25 SOB 15

R 6-4120 David L. Knutson 133 SOB 37
R 6-4875 Paul E. Koering 131 SOB 12
DFL 6-5094 Gary W. Kubly 306 Cap. 20
DFL 6-3205 Keith Langseth 122 Cap. 9
R 6-5655 Cal Larson 153 SOB 10

R 6-4166 Brian LeClair 149 SOB 56
R 6-2159 Warren Limmer 121 SOB 32
DFL 6-0293 Becky Lourey G-24 Cap. 8
DFL 7-8060 Sharon Marko G-24 Cap. 57

Party Phone Name Room District
(651) 29

DFL 6-5645 John Marty 323 Cap. 54
R 7-8073 Mike McGinn G-19 SOB 38
DFL 6-4370 James P. Metzen 322 Cap. 39
R 6-6238 Geoff Michel 151 SOB 41
DFL 6-5285 Mee Moua 235 Cap. 67

DFL 6-4264 Steve Murphy 306 Cap. 28
R 6-1279 Thomas M. Neuville 123 SOB 25
R 6-5419 Seam R. Nienow 105 SOB 17
R 6-1282 Gen Olson 119 SOB 33
R 6-4837 Julianne E. Ortman G-21 SOB 34

R 6-5981 Mark Ourada 145 SOB 19
DFL 6-1802 Sandra L. Pappas 120 Cap. 65
R 6-5252 Pat Pariseau 117 SOB 36
DFL 6-7809 Lawrence J. Pogemiller 235 Cap. 59
DFL 7-8061 Jane B. Ranum 120 Cap. 63

R 6-1253 Mady Reiter 132D SOB 53
DFL 6-2889 Ann H. Rest 205 Cap. 45
R 6-4123 Claire A. Robling 143 SOB 35
R 6-5713 Julie A. Rosen G-23 SOB 24
R 6-4913 Carrie L. Ruud 109 SOB 4

DFL 7-8063 Dallas C. Sams 328 Cap. 11
DFL 6-4136 Tom Saxhaug 124 Cap. 3
DFL 6-8869 Linda Scheid 303 Cap. 46
R 6-3903 David H. Senjem G-17 SOB 29
DFL 6-4196 Rod Skoe 124 Cap. 2

DFL 6-4274 Wesley J. Skoglund 124 Cap. 62
DFL 6-4188 Yvonne Prettner Solon 303 Cap. 7
DFL 6-9248 Dan Sparks G-24 Cap. 27
DFL 6-8660 LeRoy A. Stumpf G-24 Cap. 1
DFL 6-8017 David J. Tomassoni 321 Cap. 5

DFL 6-5650 Jim Vickerman 226 Cap. 22
R 6-8075 Betsy L. Wergin 125 SOB 16
DFL 6-6820 Charles W. Wiger 226 Cap. 55
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